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want societaires—but in the new management, where she will
be all-powerful, where she will enjoy enormous advantages,
unconscionable privileges, unlimited conges, and hundreds of
thousands of francs without the trouble of earning them. It
is the knowledge of these things that causes us anxiety."
The impatience of the public was great to hear the counsel
for the defense. But on the day appointed for M. Delangle's
reply the interest had taken another channel. An incident
that occurred on the very day after M. Marie's eloquent ar-
gumentation had changed the whole course of the affair, justi-
fying in every point his predictions. On the 15th of Novem-
ber a decree of the Prince President was published, appointing
M. Arsene Houssaye Commissaire Administrateur of the govern-
ment at the Theatre Francois. This was a reform that cut
deeper than any of those previously attempted; it abolished
at once all the privileges conferred on the committee by the
32d article of the Decree of Moscow, privileges that gave them
the entire management of the affairs of the theatre. The com-
mittee vainly attempted to avoid this spoliation. They de-
clared their readiness to receive M. Arsene Houssaye as com-
missary of the government, but appealed against his nomina-
tion as administrator. The Decree of Moscow was again in-
voked by M. Marie, who defended the societaires. But M.
Chaix-D'Est-Asge, the distinguished lawyer who pleaded for
M. A- Houssaye, grounded his arguments on the motives
given in the new decree. He demonstrated that the bad man-
agement of the company had made it necessary that the gov-
ernment should manage the funds of the subsidy of which it
was responsible. He proved, moreover, that the decree attack-
ed was an act of the administration that the tribunal was in-
competent to judge. This argument was admitted by the tri-
bunal, who, on these grounds, rejected the claims of the play-
ers.
The solution of the last question took much from the inter-
; est of Mademoiselle Rachel's defense, as well as from the issue
of the suit in which she was personally engaged with the
players.    The committee^was now a dethroned potentate, and,
whatever might be the decision of the judges, it was well
Mademoiselle Rachel, who refused to submit to

